A KNIGHTS Council # 81
OF COLUMBUS’ Marlborough-Hudson, Mass.

The Donald P. McComack Memorial Scholarship
Program Guidelines
Background

The Knights of Columbus is a non-profit organization of over 2.2 million Catholic men in
over 17,000 local councils around the world who provide service and support to local Catholic
parishes and perform charitable service to people in need of all faiths. The organization was
founded by Blessed Father Michael McGivney in New Haven, Connecticut in 1882. Council #81
was organized ten years later and chartered in 1893, one of the first 100 councils. Further
information about the history and activities of the Knights of Columbus and Council #81 is
available at www.kofc81.org.

Donald P. McCormack served as Grand Knight of Council #81 from 2011-2013. After his
death in 2025, his estate made a significant donation to Council #81 which was dedicated to a
scholarship program in his memory.

Program Description

A scholarship of $1,000 per student is available to four students graduating from high
schools in our community service area. The scholarship will be awarded after review of
applications by the Scholarship Committee of members of Council #81 and will rely considerably
on recommendations of teachers or school guidance officers, and community or religious
leaders.

Mandatory Criteria
Students will be selected based on the following criteria:

e Completion of all coursework for graduation in good standing;

e Acceptance at an accredited college or university in a four-year B.A. or B.S. degree
program;

e A Grade Point Average of at least 2.5 (or equivalent);

e Physical residence in the service area of Council #81 (Marlborough or Hudson);


http://www.kofc81.org

Preferential Factors

The following factors shall also be considered, and preference may be given, but the

program is not exclusively limited to:

A practicing Catholic registered at one of the three parishes in Council #81’s service area
(Immaculate Conception, St. Matthias or St. Michael the Archangel parish);

Intention of pursuing a career in community, church or public service;

Evidence of leadership, citizenship, or service to the community or church;

A demonstrated financial need;

The child, grandchild or other relative of a current or deceased member of the Knights of
Columbus;

A student admitted to a Catholic college or university;

Applicants must submit:

A completed application;

A transcript of all secondary coursework;

A signed letter of recommendation from a school official (Principal, Vice-Principal,
Guidance counselor, Senior teacher, or similar position);

A signed letter of recommendation from a pastor or other minister in a leadership role in
a local church showing a demonstrated dedication to Catholic, Christian or other
religious ideals;

Proof of residency;

A personal signed essay describing the applicant’s participation in extra-curricular
activities, volunteer and community service, charitable organizations including parish or
religious organizations, and the applicant’s background, achievements, unique interests,
difficulties overcoming any hardships, career intent, and goals for the future.
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